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FOR REFORMATION AND DEFENSE OF RELIGION, the honour and happiness
of the King, and the peace and safery of the three kingdoms of Scotland. England,
and Ireland; agreed upon by Commissioners from the Parliament and Assembly
of Divines in England, with Commissioners of the Coavention of Estares and Gen-
eral Assembly of the Church of Scotland; approved by the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland. and by both Howses of Parliament, and the Assembly of
Divines in England., and raken and subscribed by them, Anno 1643 and thereafter,
by the said authority, taken and subscribed by all ranks in Sootland and England
the same year; and ratified by act of the Parliament of Scotland, Anno 1644 (And
again renewed in Scotland, with an Acknowled gement of Sins and Engagements to
Drarles, by all ranks, Anno 1648, and by Parliament. 1645 and 1aken and subscribed
by Kixe Cherles m,, an Spey, Jume 23, vé50; and at Scoom, Janudry 1, 1651.)

W- noblemen, baroas, knights, gemlemen, dtizens, burgesses, ministers of
the Gospel, and commens of all sores, in the kingdoms of Scotland, England.
and Ireland, by the providence of Gop living under one king, and being of ane
peformyed r:ligiunn, hwi.ng bafare aur eves tl'utglu:rr_i' off Giom, and the sdvancement
of the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jrsus Crnsr, the homour and happiness of
the king's majescy and his posterity, and the erue public liberyy, safery, and peace
of the kingdoms, wheren every one’s private condition is included: and calling vo
mind the trescherows and bloody plots. conspiracies, amtempts, and practices of the
enemies of Goo, against the true religion and professors thereof in all places, espe-
cially in these three kingdoms, ever since the reformarion of religion; and how
much cheir rage, power, and presumption, are of lave, and st this time, increased
aitd exvercised, whereof the deplnr.th!z state of the Church and kingdom of Ireland,
the distressed estare of the Church and kingdom of England, and the dangerous
estate of the Church and kingdom of Scotland, are present and public vestimonies:
we have now at last (after other means of supplication, remanstrance, protestacion,
and sufferings), for the preservation of ourselves and our religion from wtter ruin
and destruction, according to the commeendable pracrice of these kingdoms in for-
mier temes, and the example of Goo's people in other nations, after mature delib-
eration, reselved and determined to enter into a Muraal and Solewn League awmd
Covenant, wherein we all mbscribe, and each one of us for himself, with our hands
lifeed up to the Mast High Gop, do swear,

. That we shall sincerely, really, and constantly, through the grace of Gom, endeav-
our. in our several places and callings, the preservation of the reformed religion in
the Church of Scosland, in doctrine, worship, discipline, and government, against
cur commaon enemes: the reformation of religion in the kingdoms of England and
Ireland, in dodrine, worship, discpline, and governmient, ascording 1o the Word
of Goo, and the example of the best reformed Churches: and shall endesvour 1o
bring the Churches of Gon in the three kingdoms o the nearess conjundcion and
uniformity in religion, Confession of Faith, Form of Church Government, Derectary
for Worship and Catechising; that we, and our posterity after us, may, as brethren,
live in faith and bove, and the Lozo may delight o dwell in che midst of us.

1. “That we shall, in like manner, without respect of persons, endeavour the extirs
pation of Popery, Prelacy (thar is. Church government by archbishops, bishops,
their chancellors and commissieners, deans, deans and chapters, archdeacons, and
all other cochesiastical officers depending on that hierarchy), superstition, hevesy,
schism, profaneness, and wharsoever shall be found contrary to sound doctrine and
the power ol Godliness; lest we partakeinother men'ssins, and thereby bein danger
to receive of their plagues: and that the Lord may be one. and his namne one, in the
three kingdoms.

1L We shall, wich the same gincerity, realiny, and constancy, in our several vecations,
endeavour, with our estates and lives, musually to preserve the rights and privileges
of the Parliaments, and the liberties of the kingdoms; and to preserve and defend
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the king's majesty’s person and autharity, in the preservation and defence of the true
relighon and liberties of the kingdoms: that the world may bear witness with our
consciences of our loyaley, and that we have o thoughts or intentions to diminish
his mrajesty’s just power and greatness.

IV, ‘We shall also, withall faithfulness, endeavour thediscovery of all suchashave been
orshallbe incendiaries, malignants, orevil instraments, by hindering the reformation
of religion, dividing the king from his people, or one of the kingdoms from another,
or making any factéon or parties amongst the people, contrary to this Lesgue and
Covenant; that they may be brought topublic trial, and receive condign punishment,
asthe degree af their oflences shall require or deserve, of the supreme judicataries
of both kingdoms respectively, or others having power From them for thas effec.
shall judge convendent.

V. And whereas the happiness of a blessed peace between these kingdoms, denied
i forriser timies o our progenitoss, is, by the good providence of Gop, granged unio
s, and hath been lately concluded and sextled by both Parliaments; we shall, each
one of us, sccording vo our place and interess, endeavour that they may remain
conjoined in a firm peace and union to all posterity; and that justice may be done
upon the willful opposcrs thereol, in manner expressed in the precedent article.

V1. We shall also, according to our places and callings, in this commeon cause of
religion, liberry, and peace of the kingdoms, assist and defend all thase thar enter
into this League and Covenand, in the maintaindng and pursuing thereol; and shall
nat sulfer ourselves, direcoly or indirectly, by whatseever combination, persuasion,
or terror, to be divided of withdrawn from this blessed undon and conjunceion,
whether 1o make defection 10 the contrary part, or o give ourselves to a detestable
indifferency or neutrality in this cause, which so much concerneth the glory of
Gow, the good of the kingdoms, and homour of the king; but shall, all che days
of our lives, zeslously and constantly contirmse therein against all opposition, and
promeote the same. according to our power, against all lets and impediments what-
soever: and what we are not able ourselves to suppress or overcame, we shall reveal
and make known, that it may be timely prevented or removed: All which we
shall do as in the sight of Gon,

And, because these kingdoms are guilty of many sing and provocations against Goo,
an his Son Jeses Chner, asis e manifest by our present distresses and dangers, the
fruits thereof; we profess and declare, before Gon and the world, cur unfeigned
desire pobe humbled for ourown sins, and for che sinsof these kingdoms; espedally
that we have not, as we ought, valoed the inestimable benefit of the Gospel; that
we have not laboured for the purity and power thereof; and that we have mot
endeavoured te receive Crmast in our hearis, ner to walk wanthy of hirm im our lives:
which are the causes of other sing and rransgression so much aboanding amongst
us: and our true and unfeigned purpose, desire. and endeavour, for ourselves, and
all achers under our power and charge, both in public and in privare, in all duties
we awe 1o Gop and man, to amend sur lives, and each one to go before anocher
in the example of a real reformation ; thar the Lord may turn away his wrarh and
heavy indignaticn, and establish these Churches and kingdoms in truth and peace.
And this Covemant we make in the presence of Ausssiry Gon, the Searcher of all
hearts, with a true intention to perform the same, a3 we shall answer at that great
day, when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed ; most humbly besceching the
Lioamn to strengthen us by his Hovy Semr for this end, and 1o bless our desires and
proceedings with such success, as may be deliverance and safery to his people, and
encouragement 1o other Christian Churches, groaning under, or in danger of the
yoke of antichristian ryranny, to join in t he zamie ar like asodation and covenant,
to the glory of Gon, the enlargement of the kingdom of Jesus Coms, and the peace
and tranguillity of Christisn kingdoms and commonwealths. ze
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Tur Sovsss Lescve & Covesasr. The historian of the Wesrminsrer Assembly
William M. Hetherington wrote abour this religions and civil league (the purpose
of which was to reform and preserve the Reformed religion in the Kingdoms of
Seotland, England and Ireland) that it was a docwment which we canmot help regariding
s the moblest and best, in its essential natwre and principles, of afl that are recorded among
the intermatiomal tramsactions of the world,' This Covenant exercised influence on and
outlined the work for ene of the mest famous and Inu!;en sitring azsemblies of
Reformed rhealogians, the Westrninster Asembly of Divines (1643-1652), which
resulied o the Westminater Confession of Faith, Larger and Shomer Catechisma,
Form of Church Government and Directory for the Public Worshap of God, all of
which together have expressed the histaric views of Preshyterianism for centuries.
The text for this limited printing has been taken from the text as preserved in the
“traditional text™ of the many printings of the Westminster Standards over the
centuries,” compared and corrected against the earliest printings of the Covenant
Fllh“-ﬂwd i 6L Modern :p-ﬁ"i.ng:nd. Fll.u'u:l'l.lal:irm conventions have been used.
The preliminary version, The mew aath or covenamt éo be taben by all persois withia the
rive kingdomes of England and Scotlend, princed Seprember 4, 1643, has many differ.
crwes with the final version, rosy of which are related 1o changing the Covenant
toinclude Ireland, making the Covenant between the three kingdoms. Aside from
minar variations in the “inddentals"—spelling, puncruation, etc.— texiual varianes
:.I:an'mg the words are few. These are as follows: (1} 1n thie Frﬂmhl: which I:n,-gm.;
“We noblemen,” the preliminary and all English editions have “England” firse,
bur excepr for the early versions of Evan Tyler, the Scouish editions almicst immne-
dately revised the order 1o read “Scorland, England, and Ireland,”™ This revision
wis retained even in the English printings of the firit collections of the productions
af the Westminster Assembly. The revised order has been retained in chis printing,
Also, the earliess editions have “state ... Ireland ... estate ... England ... estate ...
Sonaland" (a5 appoded 1o “state” or "estate” in all cases), which was regained in the
iradiviomal vexn and so here. (2 Same ¥ John Rushworth in his Histordoal Collsrions
moved the parentheses at last (afrer ... sufferings),” 1o “[now ar list)™ {3) In Para-
graph I Rushworth imserted a “we™ befiore “shall endeavour to bring.” (4} Twa
modern errors have oocurred in an “electronic™ vext apparently first made avail.
able at the Center for Reformed Theology and Apologetics between June 10, 1998
and Movenyber 10, 1908, which has been replicated across the Inverner.® The first
appears in Paragraph I where “other” has been added ar “have o thoughes,” (3)
In Paragraph IV, Rushworth changed “this League™ 1 “rhe League.” (6) In Pari-
graph ¥, Bushwarth t|1:||:|5e|:1 “place and interen™ 10 “places amd interesn.” (7)
Edward Husbands printed a number of editions of the Covenant in 1643- In one ex-
ample (Wing s4446a) in Paragraph VI, the “10” is dropped from “or 1o give our-
selves.” Rushworth duplicates this error, apparently independently. Sec (12) belaw,
{%) Bamig ¥, "goosd of the kingdoms™ waz changed to “good of the kingdom,™ This
has 3 complex history, The preliminary edition has cthe singular, buy this was
changed in the fnalized form and all the 1643 editions have the pluaral, The ixth
century editions of the Westminster Standards which include the Covenant retain
the plural. However, Watson's edition of 1708 and Cox's of 1717 have the singular.
This was corrected in the 1728 edition of Lamisden and Robertson, but their sece
ond printing of 1736 again reverted 1o the singular and it has remained singular

since then in the Scouish editons of the Standards. () Last 9, “own™ is dropped
from “our awn sins” in the 1721 edition of Rushworth as given ar Brivish History
Omline (horp:/'www. britishhistory.ac.uk).' The prior editions of 1602 and 1708 are
correct, This may be a vartant within the 1720, as cirations of this edition in various
hisrories ane sometimes correct.” (10) Last¥, the second of the Internet text errars

rwieen the words “be deliverance,” (12) Last 4, wward the end of the Last section,
"o other Christian Churches™ was changed to read “to the Christian Churches,”
This was introduced in Hushands' Sept 2and printing, and persisted through his
printings of the 23rd. xrth, and 38th. It was corrected in his Seprember apth print-
ing and in his subsequent printingz. Mo other publicarions of the Covenant in 1643
had the error, However, Husbands' erroneous texr was picked up by Rushworth,
whe must have used one of these incorrecy editions as his source, but not apparently
the aforementioned in (7}, becawse tha edition is correct here. (13) A final error has
persisted in the traditonal tesr which involves an addigion of a bible verse 1o the
original epigraph on the tirle page afficially approved by the House of Commons,
which only had three bible verses Jeremish soos, Proverbs 35:5, and 2 Chronicles
15:05. A change apparently was made beginning with the 1738 edition of the Scot-
vish Srandards printed For the Reformed Presbyrerians by Thomas Lumisden and
John Rebertson.” To the original chree was sdded Galatians 5:1s, “Brethren, | speak
after the manner of men; Though it be but a man’s covenant, yetif it be confirmed,
no man disanmullech, or addesh thereros,” This was alse sdded tothe 1728 Lumisden
& Robertzon edivion of the Westminster Standards, and from there it has persisted
in the vext oo chis day.
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